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Mercy Center creates opportunities for
women, men and families in the South
Bronx to grow and thrive through education,
family, civic, social and economic programs.
We build community with a spirit of
hospitality, respect and equity in the
tradition of the Sisters of Mercy.
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September 1, 2024

Dear Mercy Center Community,

As I write to express my gratitude, I am reminded of 
something Catherine McAuley, the foundress of the 
Sisters of Mercy once said: “Since there is little good that 
can be accomplished...without the aid of money, we must 
look after it in small as well as great matters.” On behalf 
of Mercy Center, I thank everyone whose name is listed 
in this annual Impact Report, encompassing every donation received from 
July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024, for making these matters possible. If you are 
listed in our report this year, your gift has made a significant impact on the 
lives of those we serve, and we would like to acknowledge your unwavering 
commitment to Mercy Center.

Whether you supported the Annual Fund, Transforming Lives Gala 2024, 
Golf Outing and Pickleball Tournament, or purchased raffle tickets for the 
US Open or Super Bowl, your dedication to our mission has made a real 
difference. Your generosity allows us to continue vital work providing classes, 
services and programs to our community at no cost to them.

In Fiscal Year 2024, we witnessed an influx of new arrivals into the city. The 
number of participants receiving our services grew to over 4,400. Our doors 
have been open to long lines of eager individuals seeking out the help we 
provide. With this growth comes a pressing need for more funding, and you 
are the ones who make it possible.

We extend our deepest gratitude to individual donors, foundations, sponsors, 
in-kind donors, and volunteers. Your generosity has been instrumental in 
creating these learning opportunities and sustaining our mission.

On behalf of our board, staff, and participants, I thank you for helping us 
transform lives.

Warmest regards,

Stephen J. Stritch III 
Executive Director
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You can continue her extraordinary legacy
by joining the Sister Mary Ann Dirr Legacy
Circle, honoring her remarkable vision and
ensuring her life-changing work continues
for generations to come. By including
Mercy Center in your will or making a
planned gift, you ensure that her mission of
uplifting lives and strengthening
communities thrives for years to come.

Be the difference. Help transform lives.
Contact Steve Stritch
(sstritch@mercycenterbronx.org) to learn
how you can leave your mark and join the
Sister Mary Ann Dirr Legacy Circle today! 

Sister Mary Ann Dirr Legacy Circle 
       Sister Mary Ann dedicated her life

to uplifting those in need – the poor, the
disenfranchised, immigrants, and

families facing adversity. Her
unwavering mission was to empower
women to realize their strength and

transform their lives.

       Through the establishment of
Mercy Center, Sister Mary Ann created
a lasting legacy, a community of hope,
support, and resilience that continues

to thrive today. The strong sense of
unity and growth at Mercy Center is a

testament to the foundation she
nurtured for nearly thirty years.  

Our Mission
Mercy Center creates opportunities for women, men and families in the South Bronx to grow and thrive through 
education, family, civic and economic programs. We build community with a spirit of hospitality, respect and equity 
in the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy.

Mercy Center takes a holistic approach in helping to transform the quality of life for over 4,400 participants each 
year in the South Bronx, the poorest urban congressional district in the United States, through free adult education/
workforce development, family support, social services, youth programs and immigration services. 

Our History
Founded in 1990, Mercy Center has grown from a volunteer counseling service operating out of a single classroom 
located in a Mott Haven school into a respected, community-based resource.

Our families come from 69 countries and 73% have an annual household income of $21,000 or less. Our 
participants receive the following services at two locations in the South Bronx. 

Our Classes, Programs & Services in FY24 
Total of 4,445 Paticipants Served

Adult Education & Workforce Development
•	English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) - over 2,100 enrolled; 100% increased their English proficiency 

score by at least 30 points and 98% were promoted to the next level 

•	Work Readiness Program - 283 participants received individual job coaching and 212 reported new or improved 
employment; 229 enrolled in an employment skills workshop; 74 participants enrolled in networking meetings

Immigration & Asylum Seeker Services
•	Total applications submitted: 1,660, including 197 naturalization; 31 DACA; 42 green card renewal; 192 fee 

waivers; 612 asylum; 230 work permit; 8 temporary protected status; 276 change of address; 70 change of venue; 
1 U-Visa; and 1 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

•	132 participants obtained citizenship

Family & Youth Programs
•	After School and other Youth Programs: Over 16,000 youth activity hours provided

•	Parenting and Anger Management classes: 224 participants enrolled

•	Familia Adelante collaborative: 120 families engaged in comprehensive family and financial coaching

Social Services, Community Education & Personal Development
•	Social Services: 407 participants engaged in a total of 660 case management sessions

•	Personal Development and Community Education/Events: Over 2,000 participants engaged in community 
education, personal development and/or community-building events.
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Sr. Mary Ann Dirr: Former math instructor at Mercy College,  
Our Lady of Victory Academy, and St. Clare Academy.
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Congratulations!
Congratulations to our winner, John Wachter, who won two tickets to the 
Overlook hospitality club at the US Open!

Thank you!
Special thank you to Artie Lange, our event sponsor, for all of his support. 
Additionally, we would like to thank our US Open Committee for all of their 
efforts in making this event possible: Joan McGillycuddy, David Morales, 
Jackie Ostick, Nancy Gallin, and Hilda Kogut.

The Mercy Center’s 3rd Annual US Open Raffle raised over $12,000 to 
support the classes, programs, and services that are offered to our 
community at no cost to them!

James and Rosemary Beirne
Beth Beranbaum
Anna and Marco Berardi
Maria Brinkmann and Michael Gomez
Charles D. Brown and Daria F. Pizzetta
Angela and A.J. Bruno
Christopher and Geraldine Canty
Elizabeth Cassino
Charitybuzz
Adrienne Cohen
Mary Anne and Sean Davey
Ryan Destefano
Liam Destefano
Thomas and Kristin Dolan
Mary Galeone, RSM
Charles and Frances Gallagher
Nancy and Christopher Gallin
Michael and Maribel Gallin
Patricia Gamba
Brian Hotaling
Sinead Keegan and Brian Foley
Hilda A. Kogut
Robin and Arthur Lange

Marci Lu
Joan McGillycuddy
Claire McGinty
Mary Anne and Edward McTiernan
Therese M. Mierswa
Eileen and Michael Niedzwiecki
Frank O'Connor
John J. O'Connor
Eileen O'Rourke
John and Katherine Pellini
Jeannette Pina
Miriam Rebling-Suarez
Steve Ross
Carrie Jane Schoen
Barbara and Keith Schwam
Pamela Stites
William Supik and RoseMarie Brescia
Michael Termini
The Park Hill Racquet Club
Diane and John Vezza
John and Teresa Wachter
Kathleen Waters
Heather Weston
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Steve Coats won the Grand Prize of 2 Super Bowl LVIII tickets and
$1,000. Over 280 tickets were awarded to our buyers and sellers.

Special thanks to our
top seller and event
chair, Artie Lange.

Through the outstanding
efforts of our Board and

supporters, we raised
$28,000 to provide vital

programs and services to
over 3,700 participants in

the South Bronx. We thank
the countless individuals

who helped spread the
word to friends and family.

T Dooley Adcroft and Martina Bacarella
Noel Adcroft
Sean Adcroft
Martha Alvarez
Lisa Baitsell
Michael J. Barnaby, Esq.
JoAnn Beltempo
Sylvie and Eli Bloch
Karin and Steven Bratone
Laura Brennan
Charles D. Brown and Daria F. Pizzetta
Angela and A.J. Bruno
Joseph Byrne
Edward Capraro
Mary Carlile
Charles Carway
Robert Castro, Castro & Company
Richard Chrapek
William Ciamarra, BC Electric
Shari and Stephen Coats
Adrienne Cohen
James K. Coleman, Houlihan-Parnes Realtors, LLC
Michele and Peter Cooper
Rob Corring, Jersey Shore Pirates
Steven Costa
Mary Anne and Sean Davey
Craig DeAndrea, Woodbridge Stereo / Video
Sr. Margaret Dempsey, RSM
Matthew Dirr, Cenco Roofing
John Downs
Thomas M. Dwyer
Michael Fallek
Sherry Feldman
Beth and Kevin Finnerty
Thomas Flood
John O. Fox
Tina and Richard Franzetti
Dr. Carl Franzetti and Cathy Franzetti
Mary Galeone, RSM
Nancy and Christopher Gallin
Robert Garrett
Gerard and Jeanne Gausman
David Gildea
Joanne and William Golden
Joseph Granda

Nicholas and Joseph Granitto, J Salvatore & Sons Inc
Katherine Gunny
Lawrence Harris
Marianne Haynes
Thomas Healy
Michael F. Horgan, Jr.
Jennifer Jerabek
Lois Kalbfeld
Geraldine Keegan
Margaret Keegan
Sinead Keegan and Brian Foley
John Keegan
Hilda A. Kogut
Emma Kontzamanis
James Kunz
Kevin Lang, Lang Insurance
Robin and Arthur Lange
Dennis Lucente, Lucente Landscaping
Kathryne Lyons and Jonathan Teplitz
Michele and Carl Manison
Jeffrey Mazin, Royal Green Appliances
Stephen McCaffrey
Ryan McCombe
Mary Theresa and John McCombe
Joan McGillycuddy
Claire McGinty
Michael John McKeighan
Mary Anne and Edward McTiernan
Therese M. Mierswa
Glenn Miller
Edward Minson
Thomas & Ceci Monahan, Yost & Campbell Heating, Cooling & Generators
Joseph Nannariello, JNC Inc.
Eileen and Michael Niedzwiecki
Carrie and Jamie Nielsen
Jeanine and Kevin O'Brien
Frank O'Connor
Scott Olson
Diane O'Neill
Edward Patricello
Ronald Pechtol and Suzanne Clay-Pechtol
Ronald Penna
Jeannette Pina
Joseph Pires, PF Northeast Brokerage Inc.
Gil Porcelli, Plumb-Rite Inc.
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Margaret and Rick Pyle
Qualitas of Life Foundation
Steven Quinn
Miriam Rebling-Suarez
Catherine Rode
Peter Rodriguez
Kevin Rooney
Joseph M. Ryan and Alleen M. Ryan
Jaclyn Schultz
Michael Seminara
Giuseppe Serino
Peter Severino, Carlo's Restaurant
Michel & Gloria Sherman

Timothy J. and Janet Lee Slavin
Arthur Smith and Kathleen Kirby-Smith
Rebecca Smith
Kenneth Snider
Sheila and Michael Sohr
Christopher Sorenson
Donna Spitz
Gregory Stephenson
Michael Termini
Eran Vaknin
Kate and Matt Walsh
Kathy and Kevin Watson
Elizabeth and Kendall Wren

Our 9 golf foursomes and 10 pickleball enthusiasts showcased their skills
with stamina and finesse, conquering both sports in the summer heat.

We wholeheartedly thank all those who attended this year’s outing for
their support in honoring Monsignor Kevin Sullivan, Executive Director of

Catholic Charities New York. Your generosity and commitment to our
fundraising efforts allows us to continue our mission of providing services

which foster educational progress, financial stability, and family well-
being for low-income residents of Mott Haven and surrounding areas of

the South Bronx.

“The teachers are very professional at Mercy Center. I did 
not see this when I went to other schools. Everyone is kind, 
and hard-working. I study English to be more established 

in other professional areas. My dream is to teach English at 
Mercy Center one day.”

- Carlos -
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Thanks To Our Sponsors! 

Lead Sponsor

Birdie Sponsors

Eagle Sponsor

Breakfast Sponsor

Pickleball Banner 
Sponsor

Tee Box Sponsor 

Catholic Charities of the 
Archdiocese of New York

Heisman Trophy Trust
Mary and Sean Davey Nancy and Christopher Gallin

Stephen Waldorf, 
Waldorf Risk Solutions

SOMOS Innovation

Cardinal McCloskey 
Community Services

Anonymous
Cardinal McCloskey Community Services
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of New York
Maria Colucci
Michael J. Comerford
Michele and Peter Cooper
James and Maria Corcoran
William Crabtree
Mary Anne and Sean Davey
Brendan and Vanessa Davey
Anne Donahue
Emmet Donnelly
Philip Dorian
Thomas M. Dwyer
Nancy and Christopher Gallin
Heisman Trophy Trust
Karl Hueglin
Pete and Christina Lekkas
Talia Lockspeiser
Joan McGillycuddy

Brendan McGrath
Sheila Molloy
Eileen O'Rourke
Mary and John O'Toole
Clare Palazzo
Gregory Persico
Scott Rosenblatt
Lynne Rothman
Thomas Ryan
Eric and Mary Serrilli
Heidi Seruya
Pete Sheridan
Ivon Silver
SOMOS INNOVATION
Gregory Stephenson
William Supik and RoseMarie Brescia
Sister Eileen Trainor, RSM
Stephen Waldorf, Waldorf Risk Solutions
Judith and John Zilm
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Kathryne Lyons 
and Jonathan Teplitz

Sean Adcroft

Thank you to everyone who helped make this year’s Transforming Lives Gala possible.
We welcomed 193 guests to celebrate everyone supporting our mission to transform
lives, from long-time supporters to those joining us for the first time. This year’s new
venue, Tribeca Rooftop, provided the perfect backdrop for a night of inspiring
speeches, heartfelt stories, and meaningful connections.

Justin and MacKenzie
Forsberg

CIRCLE OF MERCY HONOREES

Sean Adcroft’s contributions to Mercy Center have taken 
many forms since becoming involved in 1995, including 
teaching Job Readiness Program computer classes, 
redesigning our computer lab, and serving on our Board of 
Directors. His technological talents and deep connections 
have helped shape his exemplary dedication to Mercy Center.

Kathryne Lyons’ dedication to advocating for education and
supporting immigrants has made her a pillar of the Mercy Center
community throughout the years. Serving as an ESOL teacher and
a member of our Board of Directors’ Development Committee, she
embodies the spirit of giving back to her community. Throughout
his career, Jonathan Teplitz has prioritized continuous learning and
corporate social responsibility, including pitching and founding
Technology for Social Good at JP Morgan Chase and his active
involvement in the Alzheimer's Association annual gala.

Justin and MacKenzie Forgberg’s commitment and generosity to
Mercy Center has known no bounds since becoming involved six
years ago. Between expanding the annual turkey drive to supply a
full-sized delivery truck of donations each year to starting an
annual women’s hygiene supplies drive that brings in over 200
toiletry bags, the Forgberg’s efforts have helped grow Mercy
Center programs and made a tangible difference in the lives of
our community members.
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MERCY CENTER 2024
TRANSFORMING LIVES GALA

Justin and MacKenzie Forsberg’s commitment and generosity to 
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Catherine Loredo
(20 years)

Silvia Gonzalez
(24 years)

Mayra 
Sanchez-Estupiñan

(19 years)

LONG TIME STAFF 
HONORED AS GUESTS OF THE COMMITTEE

We also honored Hanty Almámzar Hernández as this 
year’s Mercy Center Transformation Award recipient. 
Her journey began in 2014 when she arrived in New 
York with her infant son, facing the challenges of 
adapting to a new culture and city. Through Mercy 
Center, she improved her English, found support, and 
embraced opportunities to give back. Today, Hanty is a 
published author and active volunteer, helping children 
in her community and exemplifying the transformation 
Mercy Center fosters every day.

TRANSFORMATION AWARD RECIPIENT

EMCEE

EMCEE

Auctioneer

Frank DiLella

Jim Miller

Gala Committee Host Committee
Roseann Bonadia 

Mary and Sean Davey 
Barry J. Gilman 

Ann Harris-Jacobs

Daria Pizzetta
Linda Camardo

Nancy Gallin
Barry J. Gilman
Kathryne Lyons

Jackie Ostick

Maria Brinkmann 
Blanca Cofino 

Tim O'Connor and Peggy Rafferty
Daria Pizzetta and Charles Brown

MaryAnn Rich 
Michael Termini

Honorary Chairs

MERCY CENTER 2024
TRANSFORMING LIVES GALA
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Kathryne Lyons

Jackie Ostick

Maria Brinkmann 
Blanca Cofino 

Tim O'Connor and Peggy Rafferty
Daria Pizzetta and Charles Brown

MaryAnn Rich 
Michael Termini

Honorary Chairs
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LONG TIME STAFF 
HONORED AS GUESTS OF THE COMMITTEE

GALA 2023 SUPPORTERS
Nick Adam
T Dooley Adcroft and Martina Bacarella
Sean Adcroft
Patrice Adcroft
Noel Adcroft
Kevin Adcroft
AFGO Mechanical Services, Inc.
Anonymous
Astor Gallery of Gems
Beth Beranbaum
BG Restaurant
Caryl R. Bertolino
Linda and Stephen Boatti
BODYROK
Roseann Bonadia
Valerie and Steward Bowling
Mariel Boyd Canale
Maria Brinkmann and Michael Gomez
Charles D. Brown and Daria F. Pizzetta
Angela and A.J. Bruno
James Buck
C.O. Bigelow Apothecaries
Diana Caba
Linda and Joseph Camardo
Susana Camarena
Linda and Michael Camoin
Christopher and Geraldine Canty
Elizabeth Cassino
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of New York
Patricia and Thomas Cecil
Cerini & Associates LLP
Stephen Cernich
Chris Cernich
Guy Chiarello
Karen Ciola
Shari and Stephen Coats
Blanca Cofino
Robb Cohen
James K. Coleman, Houlihan-Parnes Realtors, LLC

Crave Fishbar
Robert Crawford
Joel Dabu and Eric Wilson
Mary Anne and Sean Davey
Kathleen Davey
Amie Davis
Allyson Davis Breitman
Jennifer DeMatteis
Stephen DiGianno
Joseph Dirr and Linda Rapuano
Mike Dituro
Eloise and Paul Donofrio
Mary Beth and Luke Dougherty
Michael Douris
EvensonBest LLC
Nancy Fava and Glenn O'Brien
Harold Ferguson
Sabina Fila
Foods of New York Tours
Kenneth Forsberg
Justin and MacKenzie Forsberg
Laura Forte and Ken Kharbanda
Patricia Going Frey
Carrie Fulk
Mary Galeone, RSM
Nancy and Christopher Gallin
Robert and Gertrude Gallin
Laura Gallinaro
Genesis Realty Group LLC
Rev. Gilbert J. Gentile, SJ
John Gillespie
Barry J. Gilman
GlassRoots
Goldman Sachs
Jess Good
Jane F. Grappon
Regina Green Rule
Aaron Greene
Damon Grimes

MERCY CENTER 2024
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LONG TIME STAFF 
HONORED AS GUESTS OF THE COMMITTEE

GALA 2023 SUPPORTERS
Michael Grudberg and Lorena Lopes
Patricia and Gary Hahn
Kathleen Hannan
Ann Harris-Jacobs
Cecilia and David Hashim
Oron Haus
Corinne Hill
Hispanic Federation
Brian Hotaling
Elizabeth and Thomas Iervolino
JDM Benefits an Alera Group Company
Sinead Keegan and Brian Foley
Siobhan Keegan and Neil Natale
Veronica Kim
David Kirk
Kyra Kogler
Hilda A. Kogut
Robin and Arthur Lange
Katie and Mark Lawrence
Patricia and Paul Lee
Christie Wagner Lee and Richard Lee
Leewood Golf Club
Nicole LeFever
Blake Lepire
Anonymous
Kathryne Lyons and Jonathan Teplitz
John Macones, DB Collaborative LLC
Christina Eisenbeis and Ralph Martin
Shawn Massey and James Massey
Mary Eileen McAuliffe
James McCauley, J M McCauley & Co., Inc.
Colin McCormick
Gerard and Elaine McEntee
Joan McGillycuddy
Rosemarie C. McGrath
Marie and Arch McKellar
Robin L. McKenna
Roberta McMurtrie
Marguerite and Iain McNicoll

Mary Anne and Edward McTiernan
Anonymous
Eileen Miller and Frank Kelly
Milojo Productions/ LIVE with Kelly and Ryan
Mike Mitchell
Catherine Morgan
New York Mets
Ashleigh Thompson and Shawn Nowicki
Carole O'Blenes
Timothy O'Connor and Margaret Rafferty
Maureen and Thomas O'Connor
Mary O'Hara
Adel O'Regan
Jackie Ostick
Mary Agnes Ostick
Clare Palazzo
Debra A. Panek, LMSW, MPH
Bridget Pantaleo
Susan Elizabeth Parlow, Ph.D.
Steven Payne
Ronald Pechtol and Suzanne Clay-Pechtol
Nicole Perez
Gloria and Yanabella Peropat
Tim Petro
Francis and Kelli Phillip
Dale and Kaitlyn Phillips
Jack Schmitt and Sylvia Picard-Schmitt
Sebastian Pignatello
Jeannette Pina
Adriana Pratt and Luke Mansour
Dr. Paul A. Ramsey
Miriam Rebling-Suarez
Mary Ann and Lou Recano
Ed and Anne Marie Resor
Leesett Rogers
Leon Rose, New York Knicks
Robert Ryan
Anne Ryan
Mayra Sanchez-Estupinan

LONG TIME STAFF 
HONORED AS GUESTS OF THE COMMITTEE

GALA 2023 SUPPORTERS
Michael Sansone
Paula M. Sarro
Barbara & Michael Satow Family Foundation
Anthony Schouten and Joan Stumpf
Nate Schweber
Mary Ellen and Rand Scullard
Millie Segal
Richard Seidenstein
Andy and Marni Shapiro
George Sherman
Frances Sidlo
Brian and Jessica Silverberg
Lori Skjeveland
James Slattery, Slattery Energy Consulting Group Inc
Nancy Small and Carl Baniszewski
Rose Marie Smith
Barbara Solit
SOMOS Community Care
Jane Son
Janet St. Goar and Joseph Donovan
Gregory Stephenson
Lynda and Donald Kennedy
Pamela Stites
Debbra Stolarik
Annette Stover and Richard Feiner
Mark Streeter
William Supik and RoseMarie Brescia
Tacombi
Paul Teplitz
Michael Termini
The Joyce Theater
Tiffany and Company
Mary Elisabeth Tipton
Traci Tournoux, Color Street via TNT Sparked LLC
Mark Trompeter
Matthew Schmelzer, Tryax Realty Management Inc.
John S. Uehlein
Brian Uy
Joan B. Vaccari

Christopher Vaccari
Rosario Vaina
Jane and Michiel van Schaardenburg
Patricia Vetrano, RSM
Vineyard Theatre
Thomas Volpicella
Waldorf Risk Solutions
Philip Waldrop and Edward Poliandro
Jennifer Wang
Warby Parker
Scott Wardlow
Jane and Floyd Warren
Randolph Yang
Yoma Textiles Inc.
Jac Zadrima
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Behind every number is a real person, with hopes and
dreams and determination

71% are employed in only
5 fields/industries

4,445 number of participants
served

69 countries of origin

ESOL Classes Workforce
Development

98% of those who
completed were promoted
to the next level.
100% achieved an
increase of at least 30
points on their BEST Plus
test score.

283 received services
206 completed Skills
for Employment
Success workshops

The Year in Numbers 
July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024  

Males slightly
outnumbered
females

52%52%

64%64%The majority
were

Hispanic

74%74% Almost 3/4
lived in the
Bronx

73%73%Almost 3/4
earned less

than $21,000

46%46%
Almost half
had less than
a high school
education

66%66%
2/3 heard

about us from
a friend or

family member

Housing
Two thirds live with family/friends,
in a shelter, or are homeless

37%  Shelter/Unstable/Homeless

34%  With Family/Friend

29%  Rent/Homeowner

2,166
1,594

# Enrolled

Goal 121121
9191

Obtained new 
employment Obtained

improved
employment

197 naturalization applications
31 DACA renewal applications
192 Fee Waiver applications
42 Green Card renewal applications
111 NYLAG legal screenings
132 obtained citizenship

287

Immigrant Services
462

Goal # Applications
Submitted
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29%

34%

Industries of
Employment

(English for Speakers of Other
Languages)
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Youth Programs

100% 100% 100%

Family Skills Enrollment

Social Services

ANGER
MANAGEMENT

MOTHERS’
GROUP

Our Donors

94 reactivated donors

$73,338 new donor revenue

520 active donors

20 monthly or quarterly recurring donors

154 donors with multiple gifts

51% donor retention rate

pre-audit numbers

9 parishes & schools and
6 individuals organized
food and turkey drives

14 parishes,
organizations & schools
and 12 individual donors

contributed

245
548

# of families

# of children

390
500

# of turkeys

# of families

Thanksgiving Christmas Gifts

113 children, unduplicated
16,594 youth activity
hours

61

65
25in After

School

in Summer
Camp

in DancePARENTING
170 54 21

109 Families in ongoing case management

11 Families in maintenance

17 Fathers in Dads & Kids Group

Familia Adelante

474 Individuals participated in financial
education sessions

Top Issues
Public Benefits - 420
Medicaid & Social
Security - 77
SNAP - 58
Housing & NYCHA - 31

# of sessions

Goal
280

Actual
660

Goal
175

Actual
407

# served

New Program
NYC Benefits

Educational Workshops &
Community Building Activities

25
educational
workshops

7
community

building
activities

1,990
participated in one or

more activity

1,2001,200

505505

Legal Services - # of applications

1,365

1,000

Case Management - # served

612 Asylum Applications
230 Work Permit
276 Change of Address
70 Change of Venue
8 Temporary Protected Status
4 Other Applications

Asylum Seeker Initiatives

Goal Goal
Actual Actual
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Ways to Make an Impact

Annual Fund Campaign
Respond to the Spring or Fall Appeal with an unrestricted gift of any size
Double check with your employer to have your gift matched

Special Events: Purchase a ticket or sponsor one of our annual events
Annual Golf Outing and Pickleball Tournament 
Transforming Lives Gala 
Super Bowl Raffle
U.S. Open Raffle

Become a Volunteer
Lend your professional expertise to help provide the best services to our participants.
Contact the Development Office to learn more about these opportunities.

Bequests: Leave a Special Legacy
One simple way to secure Mercy Center’s future is to remember Mercy Center in your will.

Provide a Gift of:
A fixed dollar amount
A specific property (such as real estate or stocks)

Make a Bequest Using:
A percentage of your real estate
The residue of your estate (assets that remain after other bequests are fulfilled)
Mercy Center as a contingent beneficiary

For additional information contact Archie Crawford at 718-993-2789

Mercy Center is a registered 501(c)3 non-profit organization, Tax ID 13-3865634. Contributions are tax-
deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Matching Gifts
Did you know that many employers will match your charitable donations? Please check with
your HR department to obtain the necessary matching gift forms. We would be more than
happy to assist you in completing the forms and ensuring your donation has an even greater
impact.

SCAN TO DONATE

The annual fund is essential to the financial security of Mercy
Center. Generous contributions from our donors cover general
operating and program expenses. Each year through either our
fall or spring appeal, many of you have answered our call. We are
grateful for your commitment to our work.

The annual fund is a direct way to help us transform lives. The
following list consists of generous contributions to the annual
fund from July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024.

Names that are in bold also contributed to the 2022-2023 Annual
Fund. We also like to recognize our donors in italics who are
consistent recurring donors. Thank you for your continued
support!

Annual Fund Supporters
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Annual Fund Supporters
Friends of Mercy ($10,000-$24,000)
Kathleen and George Austin
Charles D. Brown and Daria F. Pizzetta
Shari and Stephen Coats
Brian Hotaling
Catherine Noonan-Walsh
Mary Anne and Eugene Sullivan

South Bronx Sustainers ($5,000-$9,999)
Anonymous
Mary and William Buckley
Beverly Buckner Baker
Linda and Joseph Camardo
Blanca Cofino
Mary Anne and Sean Davey
Timothy O'Connor and Margaret Rafferty
MaryAnn Rich

Community Pillars  ($1,000-$4,999)
Sean Adcroft
Mace Blickman
Robert Brooks
Barbara Bucki-Ohm and Steve Ohm
Elizabeth Cassino
Dr. Margaret H. Collins
Martha Crowner
George Culliney, Jr.
Ermelinda Cuono
Anthony Dalton
Joseph Dirr and Linda Rapuano
Eloise and Paul Donofrio
Anonymous
Joint Schools Activities Committee
Diana Juettner
Siobhan Keegan and Neil Natale
Leah and Aaron Lipskar
Daniel F. Lundy
Christina Eisenbeis and Ralph Martin
Mary Theresa and John McCombe
Marie and Arch McKellar
Mary Anne and Edward McTiernan
John A. Micale, Jr.
Kathleen Murnion
Barbara and John O'Neill

Alan Ahles
Sarah Brazaitis and George Gushue
Maria Brinkmann and Michael Gomez
Citizens Charitable Foundation
Ruth Ann Clark
Dana Diraimondo
Bernadette Dirr
Thomas Flood
Fordham University, Office of Campus Ministry
Elizabeth and Robert Johnston
Kathryne Lyons and Jonathan Teplitz
Jane McCulloch
Barbara A. Mentz
Shaella Morales
Catherine Morgan
ND Cares @ Notre Dame School Of Manhattan
Carole O'Blenes
Adel O'Regan
Park Foundation Inc.
Presbyterian Church in Norwood
Ed and Anne Marie Resor
Gregory Stephenson
Tanya Valle
Yield Giving Open Call Fund

Stewards ($500-$999)

Angela Cabassa and Aamir Ali
Stacy Cavanaugh
Church of the Annunciation-Our Lady of Fatima
Rev. Thomas Collins
The Cuschieri Family
Marion M. Dale
Patrick D'Emic
Bonnie Wek and Michael Donahue
Janet Dunckley

Supporters ($250-499)

Jack Schmitt and Sylvia Picard-Schmitt
Anne and Loring Pratt
Janet Ruffing, RSM
Marcy Salmirs
Patti Schaeffer, Rauch Foundation
The Ursuline School
Christopher Vanore
Patrick J. Waide, Jr. and Maureen F. Waide

Annual Fund Supporters
Beth and Kevin Finnerty
Meredith Forster
Barry J. Gilman
Clothilda Higgs
Olson Lee
Level Up Ventures
Sally Lundy
Marjorie Mann
Laura Scanlon and Kevin McKenna
Marilyn McCarthy and Thomas Mulholland
Joan M. O'Brien
Kevin and Jeanne O'Brien
Amy Panek
William J. Phelan
Sheila and Michael Sohr
Jean Stoddart
Stephen J. Stritch III
Robert Thoms

Patrons ($15-$249)
Joseph and Carol Agresto
Michael and Cate Andrews
Dr. Louis Annunziata
Lisa Baitsell
Mary Balestra
Sr. Kathleen Ballantine, RSM
Tara Bandman
Janos Barbero
Martin Benante
Amy and Gustav Henry Bensen
Ann and Kenneth Boyle
Richard Brennan and Marie Hickey
John and Gail Brinkmann
Jane and Andy Brogan
Angela and A.J. Bruno
Deborah and Carl Bucki
Christopher and Geraldine Canty
Albert Capozzelli
Larry Carbone and Marcella Mahon
Candida Carrasquillo
Gabi Carrubba
Michael Cassino
Suzanne Cassino

Cathedral High School
Patricia and Thomas Cecil
Cynthia and Michael Chovan-Dalton
Church of St. Frances de Chantal
City National Bank
Christine Clare and Jeffrey Breitman
Teresa Comas
Theresa Condon, RSM
Marion Costanza
Kevin Curley
Virginia Anne Day
Anne Desel
George Deshensky
Mary and Basil Disipio
Mina A Dixon
Dorothy G. Dologite
Eileen Dooley and Denis Woods
The Dory Family
Thomas M. Dwyer
Barry H. Edelman
Linda Edelman
William Egelman
Peggy and Evie Englebertwills
Nicholas Farnham
Dr. Kerry M. Farrell
Maria Fasulo
Nancy Fava and Glenn O'Brien
Harold Ferguson
First Eagle Investments Foundation
Ellen B. Fishman
Maria Formoso
Steve and Beverly Friedman
Mary Galeone, RSM
Suzanna Gallagher, RSM
Tim Gamory
Rev. Francis J. Gargani, CSsR
Anonymous
Google
William F. Gratz
John and Maryanne Greene
Mary Elizabeth Grigsby
Nicholas L. Grimaldi
Matthew Griswold
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With annual support from private foundations, corporations, and
government entities, Mercy Center is able to help low-income immigrant

individuals and families shift from just getting by to truly thriving.

Institutional

Funders

Government

Funders
A and J Serenity Fund
Blanche M. Walsh Charity Trust
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
New York
Church of St. Francis Xavier
Con Edison
Dunn Family Charitable Foundation
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Gifts In-Kind
Anonymous
Astor Gallery of Gems
BG Restaurant
Linda and Stephen Boatti
BODYROK
Valerie and Steward Bowling
Maria Brinkmann and Michael Gomez
Charles D. Brown and Daria F. Pizzetta
C.O. Bigelow Apothecaries
Linda and Joseph Camardo
Aditi Chang
Blanca Cofino
Ani Corless
Crave Fishbar
EvensonBest LLC
Foods of New York Tours
Carrie Fulk
Nancy and Christopher Gallin
Rev. Gilbert J. Gentile, SJ
Barry J. Gilman
GlassRoots
Marilyn Graves
Brian Hotaling
Joelson Foundation
Sinead Keegan and Brian Foley
Kyra Kogler
Robin and Arthur Lange
Leewood Golf Club
Anonymous
Kathryne Lyons and Jonathan Teplitz
Mary Anne and Edward McTiernan
Josefina Medrano Family
Eileen Miller and Frank Kelly
Milojo Productions/ LIVE with Kelly and
Ryan
New York Mets
Timothy O'Connor and Margaret
Rafferty
Jeannette Pina

Adriana Pratt and Luke Mansour
Leon Rose, New York Knicks
Nate Schweber
Gregory Shemitz and Kim Marie Kubasek
Marianne Sheridan
Sisters of Charity
Janet St. Goar and Joseph Donovan
Debbra Stolarik
Tacombi
The Joyce Theater
Traci Tournoux, Color Street via TNT Sparked
LLC
Joan B. Vaccari
Christopher Vaccari
Vineyard Theatre
Warby Parker
Yoma Textiles Inc.

Reflections from Our Participants

"My family is very grateful to the many donors 
who have helped us give our children the 

school supplies they will need to be successful 
in school. It is not always easy to get the 

supplies that our children need. Thank you for 
the help you have given to my family and so 

many other families at Mercy Center."
Ana Gavilanes

"I'm beyond grateful for the many opportunities given to me 
at Mercy Center. Mercy has had a great impact on my life in 
many different ways. I was given many different experiences 

and opportunities to learn new things. One thing I really loved 
was learning robotics. Even during COVID, we learned about 

coding, using a platform called scratch where we made games 
by coding. I know my background in scratch and robotics will 
help me in the computer and programming classes I will be 

taking in high school... I am especially grateful to Mercy 
Center for supporting me, encouraging me and giving me the 

confidence I needed to dream big."
Lizette Espinoza

"The Father's Group has allowed me to spend 
quality time with my children while learning 
valuable parenting skills. This time together 

has made a difference in our lives and helped 
to create unforgettable memories.” 

Irineo Benitez
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Sinead Keegan, Board Chair

Kathryne Lyons, Board Vice Chair

Stephen S. Coats, Board Treasurer

Nicole Perez, Board Secretary

Sean Adcroft

Beth Beranbaum

Maria Brinkmann

Susana Camarena

Elizabeth Cassino

Blanca Cofino

Ana Collado

Beth Finnerty

Mary Galeone, RSM

Nancy Gallin

Eileen McDonnell, RSM

Robin McKenna

Jeannette Pina

Daria Pizzetta

Michael Termini

Eileen Trainor, RSM

Stephen J. Stritch, Executive Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Fiscal Year 2024

377 E 145th Street, Bronx, NY 10454
332 E 149th Street, Bronx, NY 10451

(718) 993-2789 • info@mercycenterbronx.org

www.mercycenterbronx.org
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